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Middle school students get first hand BOC expenence

BY LEE STEPHENS

As Hurrivac computer images of
Category 3 Hurricane Jamie got closer
o South Florida's coast, mayors Eyle
Bird and _]';mﬁ “‘Jmingh}n werne hark-
i orders 1o their fellow Richmaond
Heights Middle School students over
the telephone.

A fire in a shelter needed 1 be
exi pshed and 1,000 le relocat-
ed ME sheelbers in mF::fta_

The Bird-Warminguon duo’s respon-
sibility was 1o coordinate Emergency
Suppon Functions (ESF in emergency
management parlance) managed by
their classmates (frefighting, trans-
poriation, lw enforcement, search and
rescue, medical assistance, hmu'mg and
human services, and mass care, (o name
a few) o ensure that the |
people were properly relocated 1w

ather sheliers and safe from the
appraaching dtarm.
“Put the fire ouwt st ordered

Wanmingion o hiz fircfighters, “Then
start remawing the people,” he directed
Transporiation,

Az szoon as the p-mhlr:m WS
regsalved, an overtumed truck on a
mujor evacudion route left thousands
of matorists stranded. Gas from the
truck was spilling all over the road;
people were overhearcd and thirsty,

and several fi thu rnl.'Fl;r.:d due to short
tempeTs, ﬂgﬂln the mayors had o
-|;|-|:|1-¢|1-rl on their ESFs o resolve this
perilous situation.

"We need to get water out o these

aple a4 soon as ible and remove
the truck from the roadway,” Bird
demanded. “Gel Resouree
Managemient (ESF 7) and Mass Care
(ESF &) on the phone. We need 1o
move fase.”

Alier Jamic's passage, they [aced
equally challenging emergencies such
as several hundred senior citizens
stranded on an island by & washed-out
Intracoastal bridge.

“We've sent boats, h:linnpl.l:r: and
amything we can,” Bird said.

In the meantime, 3 plane crashed
into a residential community beaving
people seriously injured. et el was
everywhere and several adjacent fires
erupied in the aparuments streck by the
plang, The studens had to act quickly
o mve prople, put out the fires and
nf-r:gl,un‘l :E:i.nr.q rhe_ir-l: el i.gn.'il.i.ng.

“We acted quil:l:]:.' and got the jn'h
clowee,” Bird sdded pmmll:.r.

Fortpfive studenis spent a Tuesday
meorning at the Miami-Dade County
Emergency Operations Center panici-
pating in a apecal hurricane prepaned-
ness exercise called SurmZone, where
they planned for and recovered from

ijmmﬂ-mm.:rew m&mﬂnmmm&mhﬂwmﬂuﬁmm
& the Mismi-Dade Emegency Dpéralions Conler of Tiesday, Dcl 24, Resporeshble for ESF Ha 1
(Transportann during the smutation ae () Dana Miranda, Ronlla Conner and Masgan Les, The stu-
dents ane pictuned with Cian Ludwig, DHL's sanior vice president of humanitarian afisis,

Hurrecane J:niin. StormeZone, 5[k
sored by DHL, Disster Surival House
in Deerfield Beach, and The Miami
Hevald, is being wught in middle and
high school classroams in Miami-Dkade,
Baoward, Palm Beach and Monroe pul-
licz schoaols |h:m|.|g|1. hurmicane season,
which ends Mov, 3. The EC Aeld I!ri|1-
was a reenactment of Richmond
Elr'ighl:. Middle's classroom exercise.
Al:mn‘l'tng' to Dhan 1.u-r||.l."ig, SEFIGE
vice president of humanitarian affurs
at [MHL, "The company’s participa-
ten in the Stormfone program s
intended to foster a culiure of pre-
paredness in the community. | was
very impressed by the students
imvalved in this exercise and how
they kept their composure under
stressful  situations, They were
focused on selutions to problems that
can really happen during disasters

which is great for their c'l-_-vclupn'uﬂn
and the commumnity.”

Al the conclusion of the exercise,
student mayors Bird and Warminguon
comucied a pres conference in the
EOCs Media Genter 1o bnform stodent
reporiers on preparedness measures
that were taken prior 1o the storm anc
recovery efforts after il passuge.

“The Sormifone amulabons [pro-
vide students with an excellent educa-
tion inte how emergency operalions
centers function and llusiraie the
imponance of communication, team-
work, local responders and belng pre-
pared.” sald Enk Salna, project coondi-
mator, Hurricane Warning! at Disaster
Survival House, who was the meteoralo-
gist at the event

For more information  about
SeormZone, contact Bay Proby, project
director, at S05-6T00323,




